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TRUMP READY T0
HELP BAHRAIN

esty King Hamad
maritime corridors in the Arabi-

Bahrain this

-

morning "

I Donations pour
in for virus fight

MANAMA: More donations
poured in yesterday in support of
a national campaign to mitigate
the impact of coronavirus
(Covid-19) on people and
businesses. The “Feena Khair®
(There is Good in Us) was
launched last week by Shaikh
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
His Majesty King Hamad's
representative for humanitarian
work and vouth affairs, Roval
Humanitarian Foundation board
of trustees chairman, National
Security Adviser and Supreme
Council for Youth and Sport
chairman. The GDN reported
yesterday that a whopping BD20
million was raised in less than 24

yesterday held a
telephone call with
US President Don-
ald Trump, who
commended  pre-
cautionary  mea-
sures taken by
Bahrain to

an Gulf, Arabian Sea and Bab Al hours, with Shaikh N mong

u 8, Sha ! g
combat 2 the Mandeb Strait. ) . the first to join the campaign by
coronavirus. He also praised President v | personally contributing BD1m.
President Trump = Trump’s efforts to stabilise en- Yesterday, companics affiliated

. WG with the National Oil and

also stressed the ergy markets which support v 1
US' readiness to global economic gtln\\'\]|, Sm L I DAR I TY :;_;JF’;‘\::.:\,\FIIV donated $18m
provide any assis- The leaders discussed rela- 2 S e

e Ssac tions of friendship as well as
tance to tackle the means of further bolstering

epidemic.

M 29 new cases

W His Majesty

The King thanked
President Trump and
reassured him about
Bahrain's success in
containing the virus
at this stage.

His Majesty also
offered heartfelt
condolences to Pres-
ident Trump and the

co-operation in all fields.

The US President expressed
deepest th o the King for
his sincere feelings, reiterat-
ing his country’s keenness to
strengthen US-Bahrain relations
and work together to maintain
regional security and stability
and protect global interests in
the region.

The White House later issued

MANAMA: Twenty-nine

new cases of coronavirus

were registered in Bahrain
yesterday. This brought the
total number of active cases

to 1,011, according to the
Health Ministry's webpage
dedicated to Covid-19, Also
yesterday, 29 more people were
discharged after being treated
for the discase, taking the total

number of recoveries to 755,
Full report - Page 4

M Violators held

MANAMA: More than 100 people
have been caught violating the
rules concerning face masks
introduced earlier this month.
The information was provided by
Public Security chief Maj Gen
Tarig Al Hassan in a stalement
last mgiﬂ The GDN reported
on April 9 that people who
do not wear face masks will
BDS5 on the spot for
every offence. However, should
they fail to pay then their case
will be referred to the Public
Prosecution.

Full report - Page 4

M Car set ablaze

MANAMA: A 19-year-old
Bahraini was arrested for
allegedly setting a car on fire
outside a house in Isa Town. A
car parked nearby also caught
fire in the incident. The suspect
allegedly carried out the arson
attack following a dispute
between the defendant and one
of the car owners, the Interior
Ministry tweeted yesterday.

American  people a statement saying that “the
over the death of President and the King will con-
US citizens due to tinue to work together to defeat
the outbreak. He stressed the importance  the virus, minimise its economic lmpm
of international co-operation to overcome  and focus on critical regional issues™.
challenges. “The President thanked the King for
he King commended US-led efforts to Bahrain's strong support for efforts to
maintain security and stability in the re-  achieve peace in the Middle East, and for
gion and the active role of the American  hosting the United States Fifth Fleet,” it
military forces to protect the international — added.

Ancient relics unearthed

MANAMA: Remains of a By NOOR ZAHRA director of muscums direc-
mosque and church in Sa- torate Shaikh Khalifa bin

maheej dating back to sev-  cal lindings of the 2019-2020  Ahmed Al Khalifa.

enth century AD and relics  season were made public Shaikha Mai said one of

indicating the ‘lost paradise  yesterday, on the occasion of  the most crucial discover-

of Dilmun' have been un-  Waorld Heritage Day. ies was a strong indication

carthed in Bahrain, it has Addressing an  online  of the gardens of

been revealed. Press conference were Bah-  “which have alwayvs been
The discoveries also in-  rain Authority for Culture  considered to be the lost par-

cluded ‘Dilmun gardens’ in  and Antiquities president  adise, full of lush greenery

the Tylos-era burial mounds  Shaikha Mai bint Moham-  and water wells.”

in Magaba. The archaeologi- m Al Khalifa and Baca Full report - Page 3

PARTIAL CURFEW CALL IS BACKED - 5 ® CASH ATIONS PLEA BY CHARITIES - PAGE 7

W President Trump

M Switzerland has expressed solidarity with the GCC countries in their fight
against the coronavirus pandemic by projecting the flags of the nations
on the famous Matterhorn mountain in the Alps. Swiss light artist Gerry
U ¥ Hofstetter has been lighting up the 4,478-metre pyramidal peak straddling

Switzerland and ltaly with spectacular displays of flags of different

countries and messages of hope as part of a nightly series supporting the

nations fighting the deadly Covid-19. Above, the Bahraini flag projected
late on Friday. Full report - Page 4
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29 new Covid-19 cases registered

TWENTY-NINE new cases of coro-
navirus (Covid-19) were registered in
Bahrain yesterday.

This brought the total number of
active cases to 1,011, according to the
Health Ministry’s webpage dedicated
to Covid-19,

Also vesterday, 29 more people were
discharged after being treated for the
disease, laking the total number of
recoveries to 755.

So far, Bahrain has registered 1,773
Covid-19 since February 24
1,011 active ¢
seven deaths,

MORE donations poured in yester-
day in support of a national cam-
paign to mitigate the impact of
coronavirus (Covid-19) on people
and businesses.

The ‘Feena Khair’
in Us) was launched last w 3
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
His Majesty King Hamad's repre-
sentative for humanitarian work and
youth affairs, Royal Humanitarian
Foundation (RHF) board of trustees
chairman, National Security Adviser
and Supreme Council for Youth and
Sport chairman.

The foundation said the fundrais-
ing drive was aimed at mitigating the
economic impact of Covid-19 on indi-
viduals and businesses affected by the
pandemic.

The GDN reported yesterday that a
whopping BD20 million was raised in
less than 24 hours, with Shaikh Nasser
among the first to join the campaign by
personally contributing BD1m.

Yesterday, companies affiliated with
the National Oil and Gas Authority
donated $18m (BD6.8m).

Bapco donated $10.5m, while
Tatweer gave $5.5m, Banagas $im
and GPIC S1m.

Meanwhile, Bahrain Islamic Bank
(BisB) has donated BD250.000
to the campaign.

The donation follows on the heels
of the bank’s BD30,000 donation to its
customers who are members of the med-

(There is Good

Show of solidarity.

SWITZERLAND has expressed solidari-
ty with the GCC countries in their fight

By NOOR ZAHRA

According to the ministry’s statistics,
three of the active cases still remain
in critical condition while the rest are
stable

The total number of patients who have
left the quarantine facilities remained at
1,274

Meanwhile, a 35- -old Bahraini
tested positive for Covid-19 after com-
ing into contact with foreign workers in
Al Hassy area.

The information was shared on the
ministry website under contact tracing.

By NOOR ZAHRA

ical teams working on the frontlines 10
combat Covid-19 at government hos-
pitals and health centres, in addition to
the BD30.000 donation to the Capital
Governorate’s ‘Together We Care’

campaign which was launched to sup-
port the underprivileged and those who
the

have been adversely affected by
virus, by providing
much-needed meals

Earlier in the day,
microfinancing Ebd
Bank announced a
donation of BD10,000
to the campaign.

“The bank, which
works in the field of
microfinance with a
capital that does not
exceed BD2.2 mil-
lion, decided to pro-
vide this donation as
a gesture that affirms
the bank’s constant
desire  to  support
the pressing issucs
in Bahrain, and to
contribute as much as
possible in the nation-
al efforts to combat :lnd prevent the
spread of coronavirus,” said board of
directors chairman Mona Almoayyed
in a statement yesterday.

RHF secretary gencral Dr Mustafa
Al Sayed said yesterday Shaikh N
er has praised the rapid response to the

will overcome the crisis,”

W Shaikh Nasser

shines for them tonight. Together we
the tourism
organisation Zermatt Matterhorn wrote

Meanwhile, the ministry yesterday
updated contact tracing details of sev-
eral labourers who tested positive for
the disease including Bangladeshi and
Indian men.

The majority are migrant workers
from labour accommodations in Hidd,
Eker, Ras Zuwayed, Naim and Al
Hassy

In addition, the Civil Defence has
carricd out ncarly 14,000 disinfection
pmuduru in several establishments

“The Civil Ddum since the start of
the spread of coronavirus, has carried
out 13,894 nfections in several vital

funds appeal.

“Shaikh Nasser praised the quick
participation of citizens in the ‘Feena
Khair® (There is Good in Us) national
L1||1|n|ig.n " he said in a statement

“He said it perfectly symbolises the
unity in the Bahraini society; people
ed to donate money.

He said the campaign was part of
initiatives which His Majesty King
Hamad took to ensure
the safety of all people
in Bahrain since the
outbreak of the disease.

“Bahraimi people
proved to the world
that we stand together
to combat the corona-

ikh Nasser also
:'nd the generosity of
companies,

cstablishments,
and children
will be rememby
He also praised ef-
forts by the medical
team working on the
frontlines in combating
the virus.

People can still donate to the cause
by visiting www.rco.gov.bh or by trans-
ferring the amount to the National Bank
of Bahrain — Account Name: MOFNI
The National Effort to Combat the
Coronavirus Covid 19, IBAN: BH66N-
BOBO0D000082 109370,

The campaign will continue until

installations and facilities,” said the
director general of Civil Defence in a
statement yesterday

“A total of 75 volunteers equipped
with disinfecting tools, 20 Civil Defence
officials and four fire engines were
involved in the disinfection process.

“A total of 2,516 volunteers were
given training at the Civil Defence

“In addition, 130 disinfection pro-
cedures carried out by volunteers were
monitored by Civil Defence officials.

“A total of 176 training sessions were
held for private companies and cleaning
companics which included 623 people.”

Donations pour in
for corona hattle

after Ramadan,

I'he GDN reported yesterday that
banking institutions, family businesses,
private corporations, telecom provid-
ers, the National Assembly and gov-
ernment-owned companies gencrous-
ly contributed during an online drive
launched by RHF.

More than BDIm was raised from
contributions by Bahraini citizens.

National Bank of Bahrain (NBB) do-
nated BD3.8m, Batelco BD3.5m, Alba
BD3.5m and Bank of Bahrain and Ku-
wait (BBK) BD3m.

The Bahrain Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry previously donat-
ed BD1.5m towards the campaign and
added BD300,000 along with provid-
ing its former premises for use by the
Covid-19 task force

The GDN earlier reported that cash,
food, medical equipment and logistical
needs can be donated to the campa

Dr Al Sayed said the fund:
campaign was an extension of the wide
range of measures taken by the govern-
ment including the financial stimulus
package to help the private sector and
individuals overcome this unprecedent-
ed crisis.

Last night, Information Affairs Min-
ister Ali Al Rumaihi thanked the con-
tributors for the success of the special
programme aired on Bahrain TV as part
of the campaign

noorz{@gdn.com.bh

100 caught violating
face masks rule

against the coronavirus pandemic by
projecting the flags of the nations on
the famous Matterhorn mountain in the
Alps.

Swiss light artist Gerry Hofstetter has
been lighting up the 4,478-metre pyrami-
dal peak straddling Switzerland and Italy
with spectacular displays of flags of dif-
ferent countries and messages of hope
as part of a nightly series supporting the
nations fighting the deadly Covid-19.

“Many Arab countries suffer from the
coronavirus. We give hope and strength to
the people of the GCC countries and the
many expats living there: The Matterhorn

on its website [https://www.zermatt.ch/
en/hopel.

Mr Hofstetter is known for projecting
images onto landmarks to create tempo-
rary art installations,

He projected a full-sized image of the
Titanic onto a huge Antarctic iceberg in
2012 to mark the 100th anniversary of the
ship's sinking.

He's been lighting up the Matterhorn
with different images each day since
March 24.

The Bahraini flag was projected late
on Friday.

MORE than 100 people have
been caught violating the rules
concerning face masks intro-
duced earhier this month.

The information was provided
by Public Security chief Maj Gen
Tarig Al Hassan in a statement
last night.

“Community police conveyed
Lo people the importance of wear-
ing face masks before the rule
was implemented.” he said.

“Since the introduction of the
rule we received more than 100
offences of people breaking the

rule. People should only go out
for important daily activities and
should keep in mind social dis-
lancing.”

The GDN reported on April 9
that people who do not wear face
masks will be fined BDS on the
spot for every offence.

However, should they fail to
pay then their case will be referred
to the Public Prosecution.

The decision was 1
April 9 by Interior
General Shaikh  Rashid
Abdulla Al Khalifa.

ued on
Minister
bin
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M 5.7m visits to
education portal

MORE than 5.7 million visits
to the educational portal
(eduNet) have been registered

since the suspension of classes
in the third week of February
until April 14, acting director
of information systems at the
Education Ministry Nadia Al
Muraisi said. The ministry has
been able to respond quickly
1o 40,705 technical assistance
requesis by users through a
special page on the portal

Ms Al Mu dded that in
light of the increasing use

of the educational portal for
online education, the ministry
has developed the technical
assistance service for users,
including students, teachers
and parents, to solv y
problems that they may face to
ensure easy access to eduNet
without any obstacles.
Regarding technical support
for the students’ accounts on
Microsoft 365, she said the

try had co-operated with
Microsoft to design a special
page, https://yalla365.net,
that enables students, from
third intermediate to third
secondary, to receive their
user names and passwords

to enter the Microsoft Teams
application. Another webpage,
https:/yalla365.net/valla-form,
was devoted to responding to
students’ inquiries about their
accounts, she said.

I ICRF campaign

THE Indian Community
Relief Fund (ICRF) is giving
away food and support kits
to those in need during the
coronavirus. The ICRF

is focusing on handing

out food bags, providing
support to mental well-
being through educational
flyers, promoting creation

of awareness among
community, through Indian
language videos to protect
themselves l'rom Covid19
and distribution of reusable
face masks. Those in need of
food can contact 39430708,
35990990, 38415171,

Embassy stops
accepting aid
applications

THE Philippines Embassy in
Bahrain has temporarily sus-
pended accepting on-site appli-
cations for financial assistance
due to a sudden surge.

In an announcement on its
ram account, the mission
it was afraid of a poten-
tial collapse of its computer
system.

“Due to a sudden surge in
applications for financial assis-
tance under the DOLE-AKAP
(Department of Labour and
Employment’s *Abot Kamay
ang Pagtulong® programme)

for OFWs (Overseas Filipino
POLO (Philippine
Labour Office)

Bahrain announce with regret
the temporary suspension of
appli-
ions of OFWs in Bahram,”
said the embas

“We are constrained to close
the online application as of
5.30am of April 18, 2020 to
avoid potentional collapse of
system and taking into con-
sideration the limited budget
alocation for OFWs in the
kingdom.”
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A PUBLIC call for a partial curfew to
complement efforts to limit the spread of
coronavirus (Covid-19) has been backed
by prominent community members,
including a senior MP.

The GDN has also been approached by a
number of residents and citizens who expressed
concern over people ignoring social distanc-
ing rules and a ban on public gatherings in
Manama, Riffa, Hamad Town and Muharraq.

However, the National Taskforce for
Combating Coronavirus (Covid-19) has repeat-
edly said there was no need for a curfew at the
moment

MP Ahmed Al Salloom, who is also board
member of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, said the situation was “worrying”.

He was one of the legislators who last month
called for a nationwide curfew from 6pm 1o
Sam, with special exemption for people whose
jobs required them to be out during the period.

On March 24, Parliament voted in favour of
the proposal to limit the spread of the virus and
referred it to the Cabinet for review.

“We definitely need a partial curfe
still have people going to work daily
Mr Al Salloom.

“With supermarkets and other essential ser-
vices functioning, it is understandable to see
people around

“But it is unacceptable to see people out in
the evenings, or crowding public places on the
weekends,

“We have also seen people playing football,

Surprise checks at
medical facilities

@GDNonline

Partial curfew
all Is backed

By RAJI UNNIKRISHNAN

which is not ideal at a time like this.

“The high number of Covid-19 cases among
expatriate labourers is alarming; we are a small
ity and the virus can spread

“If p;oplr don’t understand the severity of

the problem, or are not serious, we need to
|mp||.rm.n1 a partial curfew.

/e should have more community police
and random testing units in main areas like
Manama so that people will realise they will be
questioned if found outside,”

Gatherings
Health Ministry Under-Secretary
Dr Waleed Al Mane askforce Mon

Committee head Licutenant Colonel Dr Manaf

Al Qahtani have previously said the ban on
public gatherings, if followed faithfully, was
sufficient to curb the spread of the virus in the
country.

However, Salmaniya Medical Complex
(SMC) senior resident Dr P V Cheriyan said
a partial curfew must be enforced if people are
not following guidelines.

“Social distancing and stay at home are the
two golden rules for this situation and if these
are not followed - be it out of ignorance or
callousness — then it should be dealt with seri-
by implementing stricter laws,” he said.
If a partial lockdown can help, then we
should go for it.

“And if the community is not shouldering
the responsibility wisely, legal ways should

B Medics during surprise checks at a healthcare facility

SURPRISE
continued at healtheare facil-
ities to ensure the safety of

routine checks

National Health

Regulatory Authority (NHRA)  vesterday.

conducted to ensure the safety
of patients and employees at the
health facilities,”
chief executive Dr Mariam
Al Jalahma in a statement

ment of hydroponics.
Works, Muni

said NHRA

farms yesterday.

palitics AfTairs and
Urban Planning Ministry agricul-
ture and marine resources Under-
Secretary Dr Nabeel Abu Al Fateh
along with other officials visited the

be adopled, as it is risking the whole country
otherwise.”

Meanwhile, the Interior Ministry has repeat-
edly urged the public’s co-operation in the
country’s fight against the virus.

“When you protect yourself,
your society,

you protect
s0 leave your home only for
in public places and

“Social dis
least one-metre distance from others for the
sul’l:ly of all.

neing 1s a necessity, so keep at

fety is the responsibility of all, 50
follow instructions to protect the community.

A long-term resident who lives in Buhair
told the GDN he was concerned at the way peo-
ple were seen crowding near the food trucks
and at the walkway in the area.

“Every evening the place is crowded with
food trucks and most of their customers are not
wearing masks and gloves,” he said.

“It is overcrowded near the garden as well;
people are taking it lightly.”

Residents in Gudaibiya and Hoora said the
parks there were also full of people in the
evenings.

“We still see the labourers sitting in groups
and chatting, without masks, in the garden
behind Dasman Centre,” said one Pakistani
national

“Gudaibiya is always crowded in the eve-
nings; I don’t think most of them are out
because they have to, it's for casual shopping
or wal

raji@gdn.com.bh

B Dr Abu Al Fateh, right, with assistant under-secretary for agricultural
affairs Dr Abdulaziz Mohammed Abdulkarim

Food security drive

FARMS in Duraz and Hoorat Ali
were visited by officials to ensure
they were implementing His Majesty
King Hamad's initiative to promote
food security through the develop-

“The 18,000sqm farm in Duraz
will include 44 greenhouses which
will produce 460 tonnes of vegetables
while the 24,000sqm land in Hoorat
Ali will be suitable for 46 greenhous-
es and could produce 463 tonnes of
vegetables.™

The GDN earlier reported that
Works, Municipalities Affairs and
Urban Planning Minister Essam
Khalaf said the implementation
would boost contribution to local pro-

announced that the checks
were carried out to cnsure
that health safety procedures
were being carried out at the
facilities.

“The surprise checks were

“Procedures to ensurc safety
were done even before cases
were announced in Bahrain,

“Routine checks will ensure
the safety of all people at
healthcare centres.”

“The field visit was done to ensure
infrastructure requirements for the
land to implement the King’s initia-
tive to promote food security through
the development of hydroponics,”
Dr Abu Al Fateh said.

duction of vegetables to 20 per cent
and increase sell-sufficiency in fish
from 50pe to 62pe.

Six locations have been carmarked
across Bahrain to implement the ini-
tiative.

A special
people...

“Today is the day to give back to our
homeland...”
~ Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa

Bahrain so special, tell them it's our
people, our unity and our sense of
national duty.

Bahrain came together over the week-
end in the truest sense of the word to
answer a fundraising call made by Shaikh
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa in support of
national efforts to combat Covid-19.

Millions of dinars in financial and in-kind
contributions have been made by private
corporations, family businesses and philan-
thropic foundations.

But to me the figure that towered ma-
jestically over the rest was the collective
amount donated by Bahraini citizens.

Every time | think my people can't pos-
sibly make me any prouder they go and
contribute over BD1.2 million.

These are regular working-class citizens
who like many others have been financially
impacted in one form or another by the
coronavirus outbreak. And, yet, they felt
a deep sense of unity, responsibility and
loyalty towards this land to help in any way
possible.

Our community is made up of our shared
humanity, our actions towards one another
and our mutual belonging to this country.

These attributes have always been syn-
onymous with the Bahraini society - they
carried us through some of the most diffi-
cult crises in the past and will once again
help us overcome this one.

In today’s reality, only three things
matter - health, home and food. And while
some countries and cities around the
world are struggling to safeguard these
basic human necessities for their people,
our government is moving mountains to
ensure we survive this pandemic with mini-
mal impact.

Authorities are pumping money into the
economy, paying the wages of Bahrainis in
the private sector, introducing financial re-
prieves and, above all, testing and treating
citizens and residents for free.

This loyalty and commitment towards
us are the reason more than 30,000
volunteers have come forward to join the
national task force.

It is this ‘for love of country’ spirit that
has prompted hundreds of others to take
to the streets to clean and disinfect neigh-
bourhoods, and encouraged countless cit-
izens and residents to unite to cook meals
and pack thousands of boxes of essentials
for communities affected by the outbreak.

It is this same patriotism that lifts our
healthcare workers as they fight on the
frontlines every day to keep the rest of the
nation safe.

If there's only one thing that's constant
about our community, then it's that we'll
find a way to get through this together.

So, today, | salute my people. And tomor-
row | will remain in awe of their strength,
generosity, social unity and national
loyalty.

N EXT time someone asks what makes

Noor Toorani is GDN Deputy Editor and can
be contacted at noort@gdn.com.bh
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